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Transition Bill of Rights

For Parents of Students Receiv ng Special Education Services

student with an individualized education program (1EP) hzs certain rights under beth fedaral and state
laws, This Trangition Biff of Righie for parents of studantz receiving special education will help parents
antf shadents understand g student’s righta related to getting an edecation and cther important issues

regardimg the transition to e afier high schnol. School districts will provide this cocument anmually at a
planning and pacement team (PPT) meeting to all parents, puardiana, and surrogate parents of students who are
recelving special education services in Grades £-12 as well as fo students who are I8 years of age or olier.

Sluduenls, parents, guardians, and surregate parents ave important members of the PP Parents, guardians,
surrogalc parcnts, and students 8 vears of age or oldet have the right 1o recedve o copy ¢ Procedural
Sefepuords in Spevial Education which explaims the righis and responsibilities in the federal law called the
Tndividuals with Disabilities Education Act (1133A). These procediral safeguards are provided at least arnually
at a PPT meeting by each school distviet. This publication desertbes a student’s right to a free and appropriate
public education (FAPE) in Lhe leasl restriclive snvizonment (LRE) fhrough specialized instmaction and related
services in a student’s [EP.

Students with an IEP have a right to:

1.

Receive secondary trensition semvices through
{heir IED starting at least at age 16, or youmyer il
desired and recommended by the sludent’s PPT.

Recoive approjiriate individuzlized education
services through the end of'the seaool year in
which they fturn 21 OR until graduntion with 4
regular high school diploma. The schoal year is
defined as Tuly | through June 30. This decision is
tyvpically recommended by a studens’s PIYT.

Allend all FPT meetings, including those related
to transition planning, v represenl their edusation’
training, employment, and mdependent living
interests, preferonces, and sirengths.

Assist i the development of their IEF with
accomodations and modifications designed o
mesd their unique needs.

Develop realistic and specific post-school
antcome soal statemenls (PSOGE) that are
measyrable, based on their individualzed needs
and interests, and reviewed annually as part of
their TEP.

Receive secondary transition services and relzied
supports to help them prepare to mect thelr sost-
sehool zeals in postsecondary educationiraining
AND emplovmert, and independent living skills
if appropriate.

Assistin doveloping annual geals and cbjectives
ley inelude but not be limited to those areas in the
Commecticwt CORE Transition Seifs, such as
heallh care, transporlation, selt-determination, and
goviad skills.

Identi’y, explore, and conneet with outside
agencies as appropriale, imeluding but not limited
to the [ollowing adult service agencies:
Department of Developmental Sorvices (DDS),
Toopurment of Mental TTealth and Addiction
Seryiees {DMBAS), Department of Public 1lealth
(DFH), and the Department of Rebabilitation
Seryices {DORS), which meludes the Burcau ol
Eduvzation and Services for the Rlind (BESR) and
Burzau of Rohabilitation Services {BRS) (sen
Easiny tnto Secondary Tronsition).

Be intormed on or before their 17th birthday that
all parental cights wll transikion to the student
when he or she reaches the ace of 18, Under
Connecticut law, students may nodify the school
district {in writing) thet their pareits, guardian, or
suttgate parent shall continee to have the right *o
make cducational decisions with the stndents
waen thay feen &,
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1%, Request consideration far receiving transition-only
services between the ayes of 18 and 21 il all
transition goals end objectives have nol been met
during thefr previous years in high schook, The
following conditions are eequired:

.

Students have met all academic
reguireinenlys for gradualion,

PPT irakes the recommendation for
transition-only sarvices that musi be
reviewed ot least apnually.

Transition-only services must be 3
coordinated sef of individualized activities
but do not meed to be a specialized
“progran.”

Transition-only sesvices mst provide
students with the opporlurity Lo spend al
lzast B0 percent of their tine with
nondizabled peers.

Students are entitled to participate in
graduation activities unon completion of
academiz requirements or at the conclusion
of transtion-only scrvices -this is a
desizion to boe made by the studenl, parenils,
andfor gaardians or surropate and the PPT.

If students participate in transiiion-only
services, the date an their diploma or
certificate will be the date that they exit
high sehool (either aging out at 21 or with a
diploma or certiticatz).

T addilion, the [ellowing should alse be
congidercd:

=

Transition-only services are bypically
discuszed during the senior year of high
sichowl,

Trarstion-only services are not noodod for
graduation but may mehede acacemis,

1.

12,

vocational, and independent living
activities that will help sudents meet their
post-school gonds,

. Transizion-only services should be based in
the local communily (o Lhe yreates) exlent
possible in order 10 peepare students [or fife
after high schood,

Actively patlicipats in the development and
revision ot their Smcent Suceess Plang, which
are required for all students in grades 6-12 to
address cureer, academic, and socialiemctional/
behavioral skills to prepare for lite atter high
schoal,

Receive, along with their parents, guardians,
and surrogate parent ransi*ion resources and
other information regarding 1EPs develeped by
the Conmecticut State Trepariment of Education
{CSDE) and their sehool such ag
v Assistive Technology and
Paxtsecondery Tromsitions
v Building 4 Bridge: A Transiticn
Mumnaf for Students
o Conpecticur CORE Transilion SLills
v Copnechicut IBY Trarsifion Plaming
Checklist
v Savinv into Secondary Transifion: 4
Comprehensive Guide to Resources
- and Sepviees in CF
s Trussition Asvassment Resaurce
M
v Stepping Forvard: A Selffddvocucy
Guite for Middle and High Schonl
Students
v Student Success Plan Crosswalk
v feclpnlogy & Transition, Resouros
Guide to Creating and Sustuining an
AT fassisthve Techmoloep] Feam af e
Hizh Schoof Level

IF cludeins have questions or have a problem asserting any of these riolts, t1ey should first spesk to their
Leachet, school case manager, seheol counselor, and parent/guardian or surregate parent. IT additional halp is
needed, students {or their parents, guatdiang, or surregate parent) have the right to file a complaint ask for
mediation and, i needed, agk for an impartial due process hearing by contacting the CSDE Due Pracess Unit at
360-713-6928. For more information, downlead a copy of the publication Parert's Guide to Special Educaiion
ur oblain a copy from the schoal.

Fuor addilivnal help with transition or special edacation, call the CEDE an 860-T13-6910 or visit

brétyes/ e sde. ct.govisde/specialeducation. For assistance in understanding the provisions of the IDEA, call
Connecticut’s fedorally desimuded Pavent Lraining and Information Center, the Connzeticut Pazent Advocacy
Center (CPAC) at BO445-2727) e-r1ail cpaciicpacine.org, or visit httpuifwarw.cpacine crg’.
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